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SUB J : MALAYSIAN PRESS TREATMENT OF SOUTH THAILAND DISTURBANCES 

1. MALAYSIAN PRESS HAS BEEN SLOW TO PICK UP REPORTS OF MURDERS OF 
THAI MUSLIMS AND SUBSEQUENT DEMONSTRATIONS IN PATTANI. TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE, FIRST REPORT WAS NOT PUBLISHED ACTIL DECEMBER 18, AND 
THAT ONLY IN MALAY-LANGUAGE PRESS. MALAY PRESS TREATMENT HAS 

ALL BEEN STRAIGHTFORWARD AND NON-POLEMIC, ALTHOUGH MILDLY SYMPA- 
THETIC TO CAUSE OF THAI MUSLIMS. FIRST ENGLISH-LANGUAGE COVERAGE 
ONLY APPEARED TODAY, IN ARTICLE WHICH OUTLINED FOR FIRST TIME 
TUMULTUOUS EVENTS ON MALAYSIA'S BORDER WHICH BEGAN NOVEMBER 29. 
CHINESE PRESS CARRIED WIRE SERVICE REPORTS DECEMBER 
23 AND 24. NEITHER ENGLISH NOR CHINESE 
PRESS HAS YET COMMENTED EDITORIALLY. 

2. EMBASSY VIEWS RELATIVELY LOW KEY TREATMENT SO FAR OF EVENTS OF 
DIRECT IMPORTANCE TO MALAYSIA AS ATTEMPT BY GOM THROUGH HEAVILY 
INFLUENCED PRESS TO AVOID DOMESTIC POLITICAL CONTROVERSY OVER ISSUE 
SENSITIVE TO THAI-MALAY SIAN RELATIONS. 

4. METAPHYSICAL NOTE: KUKRIT'S FAILURE TO MEET DEMONSTRATORS 
IN PATTANI, WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY MALAYSIAN REPORTER WHO RETURNED 
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TO GO SOUTH, BUT TO TRAVEL NORTH AND REST FOR A FEW DAYS. 
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